KING’S COLLEGE SCHOOL
THE BRITISH SCHOOL OF LATVIA

Curriculum Policy Primary

The Aims and Underlying Principles of the Curriculum

The curriculum is designed to provide for all pupils, in a safe and secure environment
conducive to learning, the opportunities to:

experience a broad and balanced curriculum based on the British National
Curriculum which encourages pupils to fulfil their potential in the many different
areas relevant to their abilities, skills and interests.
a full-time supervised education for pupils of compulsory school age (construed in
accordance with section 8 of the Education Act 1996), which gives pupils experience
in linguistic, mathematical, scientific, technological, human and social, physical and
aesthetic and creative education
acquire and develop knowledge, understanding and skills necessary

1) to progress with confidence to the next stage of their education through a

process which encourages them to engage in lifelong learning.

2) to participate as active citizens in a multi-ethnic global society.

3) to develop an active healthy lifestyle.
enable them to develop a sense of personal and cultural identity that is confident and
open to change and is receptive and respectful to other identities.
actively promote community cohesion and fundamental British values of democracy,
the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with
different faiths and beliefs.
develop co-operative and interpersonal skills.
acquire the study skills necessary to realise their learning potential.
become receptive to new ideas and to make independent and informed decisions
which affect themselves and others.
acquire an understanding of the social, economic and political issues of the world
and of the interdependence of individuals, groups and nations.
appreciate the complex human interaction with, and dependence upon the local and
global environment and to develop a caring and responsible attitude to the
environment.
appreciate human achievement in the creative and expressive arts, science,
technology, humanities and physical pursuits; and to experience a sense of personal
achievement in some of these fields.

In the Curriculum models that follow there is an understanding that:

all pupils are entitled to, and should be offered, a comparable range of educational
opportunities.
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e there are differences in the abilities, aptitudes, interests and other characteristics of
pupils which need to be catered for.

e the learning environment and teaching methodology are important factors in
determining whether or not some of these aims are achieved.

e extracurricular activities, such as school productions, fundraising activities,
educational visits, residential trips all contribute to the total learning experience.

e there is an obligation to meet the requirements of the British National Curriculum
coupled with local requirements laid down in Spanish law.

e Curriculum planning will provide recognition of the Fundamental British Values of
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of
those with different faiths and beliefs.

The curriculum is taught in line with The Latvian Legislation for International schools and
therefore students have the equivalent of three lessons a week, across the school year,
which are dedicated to Latvian Language, Culture, History and Geography.

Time Allocations & Cross Curricular Approaches

The primary curriculum is organised into creative themes and a cross curricular approach is
used wherever possible to maximise learning opportunities. For instance, English and
Mathematics time can be used to deliver Design & Technology or History and Geography
through transdisciplinary units of work. National curriculum subjects may be taught in blocks
so that children have the opportunity to work on one project over consecutive lessons. The
school’s policy is to be innovative, creative and flexible. In KS1 subjects have been grouped
into core and exploration subjects to allow further cross curricular teaching and learning.

The curriculum is based on 6 lessons a day lasting approximately 55 minutes for each
lesson. In order to teach thematically some sessions will be joined together. Special days will
also be used to ensure curriculum engagement.

The following is a guide to the amount of time teachers aim to allocate to each subject area
when planning the delivery of the curriculum.

Curriculum overview:

Yearly Overview

Curriculum in the Early Years Foundation Stage

Children can join the school from 18 months. Children remain in the Early Years Foundation
Stage sector until the academic year following their fifth birthday. During this development
period the school refers to the Development Matters framework in supporting and assessing
the children.

In the Nursery unit (18 months-4 years) the day is structured differently to the wider school to
support the children’s development and ensure the day is appropriate for their needs. (see
below)
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In Reception the children follow the same timetable as the wider school and sessions become
more formalised.

How children learn in the Foundation Stage:

During their time in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) children’s learning is facilitated
by the Development Matters statements, which detail the key milestones a child should
achieve in age bandwidths, given in months. Teachers ensure classrooms are the third
teacher, with enabling environments, they allow opportunities for the children to explore and
engage with objective lead circle times and activities.

The learning covers both prime areas and specific areas:

Prime Areas: - Communication and language - Physical development - Personal, social and
emotional development

Specific Areas: -Literacy - Mathematics - Understanding the world - Expressive arts and
design

Observations are made on the ways in which children engage with other people and their
environment — playing and exploring, active learning, and creating and thinking critically —
known as the characteristics of effective learning. These characteristics underpin learning
and development across all areas and support children to remain effective and motivated
learners.

Each child’s typical developments and achievements are recorded using Arch Pathways.
Each term a more indepth assessment using Arch Pathways is completed to support both
the assessment and planning for each individual student. Arch Pathways then converts this
assessment into developmental arches against the child’s age, this allows teachers, parents
and school leaders to track progress.

Each child in EYFS also has a personal portfolio that is child led, this allows children to
present and discuss work they are proud of and demonstrates their learning and
understanding. These portfolios support teachers in giving feedback and discussing with the
children their strengths and next steps.

An example of a timetable for the Nursery unit:

P1 P2 P3 P4

Monday Morning | Sports Outside
session

Tuesday Morning Outside Music
session

Wednesday | Breakfast Morning | Latvian Outside Lunch |Sleep | Snack
session

Thursday Morning Outside Library
session

Friday Morning | Swimming Outside
session
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Key Stage 1 Curriculum

Children begin formal education with the focus being on hands on learning, looking to embed
and extend concrete learning to pictorial and abstract thinking and learning.

Here is a breakdown of lessons and hours per week, per class.

Core: English & Maths 10
Reading/Phonics 4
Exploration/outdoor learning 7
Library 1
Computing 1
PSHE 1
Assembly 1
*Latvian 2
Physical Education 1
Swimming 1
Music 1
Total 30 lessons
Key
Class Teacher
Subject Specialist

KS1 Curriculum (Year 1 & Year 2)

In KS1, students have 10 core lessons per week, which consist of English and
Maths. In addition to core subjects:

e Year 1 and Year 2 students have 4 dedicated phonics/reading lessons per
week.

e They also have 7 exploration lessons, which include Science, Topic, Art, and
Inquiry.

e Other weekly lessons include:

inspired



KING’S COLLEGE SCHOOL
THE BRITISH SCHOOL OF LATVIA

o 1 Computing lesson
o 1 Outdoor lesson
o 1 PSHE lesson

All these lessons are taught by the main class teacher.

The following specialist subjects are taught by dedicated teachers:

e Latvian

e PE & Swimming

e Music

Programmes used in Key Stage 1:

To support teaching and learning we use the following online platforms and curriculum

programmes:

KS2 Curriculum

White Rose Hub with Primary Stars support
Big Write and Drawing Club
Numbots: Timetables and number facts

Bug club: online reading books and reading assessments
Star Reader from Renaissance
Class Dojo: a communication and portfolio creator.

Children are now in formal education with a focus on the breadth and depth of learning.

In KS2 children begin to move towards a more subject specific focus in preparation for their

transition to secondary. this differs from Year to Year and below is a summary of the

subjects taught by subject specialists in each year group and those taught by class teachers

Year 3

Class Teacher

Number of Periods

Specialist Teacher

Number of Periods

English 5 Latvian 1
Maths 5 Choir 1
Science 2 Music 1
Topic 2 Swimming 1
PSHE 1 PE 1
Outdoor Learning 1 Assembly* 1
Library 1
Computing 1
Art 1
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Reading/ Spelling/
Handwriting

Year 4

Class Teacher

Number of Periods

Specialist Teacher

Number of Periods

English 5 Latvian 1
Maths 5 Spanish 1
Science 2 Music 1
Topic 2 Swimming 1
PSHE 1 PE 1
Outdoor Learning 1 Assembly* 1
Library 1

Computing 1

Art 1

Reading/ Spelling/ 4

Handwriting

Year 5

Class Teacher

Number of Periods

Specialist Teacher

Number of Periods

English 5 Latvian 1
Maths 5 Music 1
Science 2 Swimming 1
Topic 2 Art 1
PSHE 1 Library 1
Outdoor Learning 1 Assembly* 1
Spanish 1
Computing 1
PE 1
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Reading/ Spelling/
Handwriting

Year 6

Year 6 is a transition year with many of the subject taught by secondary specialists this
supports our students as they become more independent and begin to move around the

school.

Class Teacher

Number of Periods

Specialist Teacher

Number of Periods

Maths 5 Latvian 2
Science 2 Choir 1
PSHE 1 Music 1
Library 1 Swimming 1
Public Speaking 1 PE 1
Cycle test 1 English 4
Reading 3 Art 2
Assembly* 1 Computing 1
Spanish 2
Topic

Programmes used in KS2:

Big Write

White Rose Hub

Bug club: online reading books and reading assessments
Star Reader & Accelerated Reader from Renaissance
TTRockstars: Timetable facts
Century Ai: Homework platform
Canvas: Year 5 & 6 as part of the Inspired initiative

Each Class teacher maps out their timetable except the specialist subjects this allows our
staff to ensure the balance of learning results in the best outcomes possible. such as
avoiding maths after a PE session.

Monitoring of School Policy and Practice

The Senior Leadership Team is responsible for monitoring the implementation of this policy.
This policy will be reviewed in two years (Summer 2027) or earlier if necessary
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